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by Cynthiz Hunter
One of Frog Hollow's well-

known landmarks *“The Vi-
king,’” built in 1910 at the cor-
ner of Broad Street and Russ
Street, is being renovated under
the supervision of Marc Gottes-
diener and Bill ‘Wall, General
Partners of the Viking Develop-
ment Company. The Company
plans for completion of the new
Section § apartment complex by
mid-March.

Gottesdiener, a Russ Street
resident, states ‘“‘the top fourth
floor south is now finished, but
had to be fully gutied after the
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Savage Nomads occupied and
destroyed the space three years
ago.”’

Remodeling of the bottom
three floors is underway and the
majority of plumbing and elec-
trical facilities have been in-
stalled. None of the thirty geeu-
pants have been displaced dur-
ing recomstruction, though pne
apartment housed nine people
temporarily.

Traditionally, a restaurant

has been located undericarh the
Viking apartments. Until the
late 70’s, the famous Bond Res:

taurant was located beneath the
four-story complex until it sold
out to The Constitution House
which was in bankruptcy court
by 1982. At this time, the Vik-
ing Development Company ac-
quired an interest in the
building. ‘

“‘Bids for a new restaurant
lease are being taken from local
restaurant owners, and will be
finalized ‘soon,” Gottesdiener
says.

The Company plans to retain

ownership of The Viking for a
minimum of five years. It re-
ceived a Community Develop-
ment Block Grant from the gov-
ernment along with an interim
loan from the Conneclicut Na-
fional Bank which enabled the
partners to embark on the Sec-
tion 8 project permitiing moder-
ate housing rehabilitation. Un-
der the provisions of the gov-
ernment grant, should Viking
Development Company decide

to sell out, if a new owner re-
tains the Section 8 housing the
existing fifteen year mortgage
will remain intact, assuring oc-
cupants that no rent increases
will be incurred. B

The Viking Develdpment
Company, organized 1wo years
ago, is particularily interested in
rehabilitating  historical
buildings in Frog Hollow. Got-
tesdiener says they are also cur-
rently working with a Victorian
home on Lorréine Street.
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